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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Another year gone by and time to reflect on the wonderful season of Christmas and to prepare for another great year.  And being fortunate enough to live on beautiful Lake Martin certainly helps put things into perspective.  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

This will be short since most of the major news items were in the last newsletter, to wit: 
1) Lake Martin is officially designated a “Treasured Alabama Lake”, 
2) The Martin Dam relicensing process is now pretty much in the hands of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, 
3) The Water Wars are still with us, and

4) We’re into local environmental education programs in a big way (more on this below).
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Environmental education  

Radney School.  We’re halfway through our second year of environmental education programs for the 5th & 6th grade gifted classes.  Tom & Pat Lynch have been a great help with programs on chemistry and teaching the use of the LaMotte test kit.  Tom is a retired chemist so it’s pretty easy for him and Pat is a natural-born teacher.  Twice this summer a dozen or so kids boarded the Lynch & Bronson boats to do water testing near the city boat ramp off Coley Creek Road and several students have since traveled via car to conduct monthly tests from the floating dock.  Teacher Laurie Barrett was recently re-certified as a water quality monitor and she now enters the test data on the Alabama Water Watch website.   

 We just returned from accompanying 32 Radney kids to the Dauphin Island Sea Lab for an overnight field trip to learn first-hand how Mobile Bay is impacted by pollution and land use practices upstream in the watershed.  It was an excellent teaching experience for all, including a trip to the bay on a research vessel to monitor water quality with a Hydro-lab sampling device and to collect aquatic life (sting rays, shrimp, jellyfish, plankton and small fish).  They also took a beach walk at night, explored a salt marsh, and conducted squid dissections in the lab.  Quite a trip!

Plans for the remainder of the 2011-2012 school year include a demonstration of electro-shocking of fish, observe a fish spawning event in a local stream, a presentation on water quality issues in other countries by Dr. Bill Deutsch & Sergio Ruiz-Cordova, a presentation on the techniques of outdoor photography, a presentation by John Glasier on the use of satellite imagery to help assess water quality, and a trip to Ben Russell’s Grist Mill on Elkahatchee Creek to conduct a Living Streams event.  

Gardens at Stephens School.  This past summer we were asked to find someone to help refurbish eight raised flower & vegetable garden beds at Stephens School in Alexander City.  We located two people (Kathy Nicholson & Billy Walls) who had just completed the Master Gardener program and they are volunteering their time to the 3rd & 4th grade gifted classes…and the Bronsons are adding their limited expertise.  
Even though it wasn’t the traditional planting season this fall, they still got a good harvest of radishes, kale, squash, zucchini and even a couple of small pumpkins.  The real gardening time will begin next spring when the kids test the soil for nitrogen, phosphorus, potassium and pH, apply fertilizer if necessary, and see the fruits of their labor.

On a humorous note, one day Mary Ann showed the kids a small bag of “donut seeds” and suggested they plant them so they could harvest fresh donuts.  The kids quickly recognized the seeds as Cheerios but planted them anyway to humor us.  A few days later she took in her harvest of Little Debby donuts.  Of course they ate them but were still skeptical until they looked out the window and saw two small “trees” with donuts hanging by strings.  They stampeded outside, picked the trees bare and began asking questions about how it all happened.  One little girl asked if there would be repeat harvests so I guess we’re committed to occasional donut treats.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Board of Directors meeting.  The Board met at the home of Matt & Ann Campbell on 17 November 2011 and considered the following agenda items.

· Treasurer report: balance $6126.85.
· Approved a donation of $1000 to Alabama Water Watch (more below).
· Approved 19 February 2012 for the annual meeting (more below). 
· President Dick Bronson set the 2013 annual meeting as his time-certain date to retire.  This will allow time for Vice President Eric Reutebuch to prepare for the transition and the Board to search for his successor.  
· Membership dues were originally established in the By-laws nearly 20 years ago and, according to the rules, can only be changed by a vote at an annual meeting.  The Board agreed that dues are in need of revision and more flexibility is needed, so the following amendment to Article IV, Section 2 of the By-laws will be presented for a vote of approval at the annual meeting:  “Members shall be required to pay dues in an amount determined by the Board of Directors.” We’ll also have a discussion of how the simplify the dates for members’ dues.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Annual meeting.  The 20th annual Lake Watch meeting will be held at the Elks Lodge on Lake Martin on Sunday 19 February 2012.  Registration & sign-in begins at 12:30 and a buffet lunch will be served at 1:00.  There will be no charge for lunch.
Following the meal we’ll have a short business meeting to amend the By-laws and vote for officers and board members.  We’ll then have a program that will include comments by Dr. Bill Deutsch entitled, “The Spiritual Aspects of Water Around the World.” You won’t want to miss his comments nor those of Laurie Barrett when she provides an update on environmental education programs in local schools. 
Please join us on 19 February and bring a friend or two.  We’ll need an accurate head-count for the caterers so please RSVP to (256) 825-9353 or (256) 825-5998 NLT 12 February 2012.  Thanks.
Funding cuts to Alabama Water Watch.  Recently it was learned that a reduction of federal EPA funding to the states for outreach programs like Alabama Water Watch (AWW) caused the Alabama Department of Environmental Management to eliminate all funding to AWW for this fiscal year.  The cuts were made half-way through the fiscal year, making the impact even more severe.  While there is hope that some funding may be restored in future years, there is an immediate need to off-set the loss of funds for basic support of volunteer efforts of volunteer groups around the state.  
Lake Watch has greatly benefited from our association with Alabama Water Watch since we were organized 20 years ago.  They trained our volunteers, they conducted studies of our lake, they conducted school programs, they provided the scientific backstop for us, and frankly, they are the reason Lake Watch has been so effective in protecting Lake Martin.  Put another way, Lake Watch would likely not exist without Alabama Water Watch.  That’s the reason for the $1000 contribution mentioned above.  Other environ-mental groups statewide are helping in a similar way.
Recently I sent out a personal plea for funding assistance for AWW and the response has been impressive so far.  However, there is still a great need for people to join in helping AWW maintain its presence in the state, so if any Lake Watch members are willing to help, you can send your deductible end-of-tax-year contributions to:

Alabama Water Watch


250 Upchurch Hall


Auburn University, AL 36849-5419
Many thanks for your generosity!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Membership.  Enclosed are the usual membership slips for those whose due dates are coming up within the next 6 months.  We’ve used this rather antiquated “system” for many years and, while it has worked reasonably well, it’s clear we must develop a better way of letting members know their due dates.  

This is something the Board is looking at and will likely involve using email.  Many of you have provided your email addresses in the past and we’ll be working on getting our list up to date.  In the meantime, we sincerely appreciate your loyalty.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
One final note.  In addition to reflecting on our many blessings, especially during this time of year, please remember those Lake Watch members who are no longer with us.  And send up a special prayer for Roberta Klass who is fighting a serious illness.  She and Larry are among the original members of Lake Watch.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

          >>> See you at the annual meeting on 19 February 2012. <<<  





     Merry Christmas!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~<>~~~~~<>~~~~~<>~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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